What is MokuZoku

Grab your imagination, your sneakers, and oh yeah, your kids! Welcome to MokuZoku, an interactive world where online gaming fuels the great outdoors. We bridge the gap between virtual games and outdoor adventures by encouraging kids to get outside and Play the Planet! Kids can explore and interact with nature, using the grass, sky and everything in-between as a centerpiece for online and physical play. So while they’re running between the computer and the backyard, they’re actually developing a connection with nature and (sneaky, sneaky) getting some exercise!

Sounds impossible, right? Here’s how it works. First, purchase a t-shirt (we’ll be offering more outdoor gaming gear, like customized bicycle and snowboard accessories later on). This reveals a “magic number” that provides access to MokuZoku Island, our online portal to educational games. From there they’ll pick a MokuBuddy (currently a surfing orangutan or a playful butterfly. We’ll be adding more creatures in just a few weeks). Playing with their new friend earns MokuBerries, which we use to clean up the planet—planting trees and gardens. 

Then there’s the outdoor component, where your kids will need to complete challenges outside to get more MokuBerries. They’ll be able to choose a habitat and use their MokuBerries to evolve it, like “buying” new plant varieties, creatures, and even rainstorms. That’s when the adventures really begin!
So team up with your MokuBuddy and let’s Play the Planet!

For Parents:



                

The Problem With Gaming    





                       

 We get it; kids love computer/video games. They’re fun, entertaining and let’s face it, a great way to pass time. But overuse often leads to inactivity (and the multitude of health problems that follow, including childhood obesity), an indifference towards outdoor activity and a disconnect from nature. In fact, research shows that as virtual game usage increases, outdoor play becomes more and more nonexistent to today’s youth.

So, it’s important that your kids are playing the right kind of games, ones that are influential as well as fun, and educational as well as entertaining. And that’s exactly what we provide.

Why We’re Different 





    

            MokuZoku offers a unique combination of online adventure, education, and physical activity! We’re redefining what it means to “play” by forging a link between the virtual gaming world and the real world. At best, online games provide passive education. Our hybrid of education and outdoor play brings learning to life, fostering creativity, physical health and mental growth.
Thanks to our unique gaming experience your kids will develop a connection with nature and learn to respect the environment, all while building developmental skills and getting some exercise! 

Why Use Online Games at All?

We think the world is a playground just waiting to be explored. But kids aren’t always so excited to get out and go, often choosing virtual games over outdoor activity. That’s why we use online adventures as a way to educate kids about the planet we live and play on, develop essential skills like memory, problem-solving, math and reading, and most importantly, connect a child’s love for computer games to the running, exploring and playing done outside. 

Benefits of Playing the Planet

· develops a connection with nature

·  establishes respect for the environment

· creates an understanding of global habitats and ecological issues

· teaches small ways to save energy, promote sustainability, etc

· develops and strengthens problem-solving skills

· increases memory skills

· builds reading and math skills

·  develops empathy for animals

· builds a love of outdoor activity and play

· guarantees exercise

· tons of fun!

The Experts

So who’s making MokuZoku the best place for your kids to learn and play? Our team is made up of experts in a wide range of fields, including nutrition, physical fitness, psychology, sustainable business practices, and game and mobile application development. This ensures MokuZoku has all the necessary components to make your child healthy and happy!

Safety First!

Take a deep breath and relax! We act as though every child Playing the Planet was our very own, so it’s very important to that MokuZoku is a completely safe play-space. Our combination of security features, including system monitors, automated chat filters and operational alerting components ensures that MokuZoku is a secure environment for children.

Hey Mom, Get Involved!

MokuZoku is so much fun, you might wanna play too! Although it’s not a requirement, we love when parents and children learn and play together. So, we’ve created a new way for you and your kids to bond with features that let parents participate in our online games and activities.

We’ve also created a way for you to monitor your kids’ activities, so you know what they’re doing and where they’re doing it. Our parental control module allows you to keep track of your children’s activity on MokuZoku Island, so you’re aware of much time they’re spending outside compared to online.

Beyond Your Kids: What we’re doing for the world

It’s not just your children benefiting from MokuZoku. All those MokuBerries they’re earning are actually making a huge global impact. We donate 10% of our proceeds directly to environmental and social endeavors, like planting gardens and trees, protecting wildlife and preserving habitats (check out our Partner Resources page for more detailed information). 

We figure, if we’re going to encourage respect between children and nature, we need to set the right example. With your help, we’re helping the world’s population of impoverished children and giving back to the planet that has always been so good to us. As a direct result of player participation we’ve planted more than1,500 saplings and fed over 5,000 kids in Africa over the past year!   We also only use 100% organic cotton in our shirts and work with a t-shirt manufacturer that carefully sources to ensure fair labor practices and sustainability. So, you can be sure that your outdoor gaming game does good things for your kids, the earth and global workers.

Our Team

Executive Bios

Joshua Baylin: 

As one of the co-founders and creators of MokuZoku it’s only fitting that Josh recently moved to Boulder, CO, one of the most environmentally active cities in the country. After spending most of his life on the East and West coasts, he decided it was time to break free from a life flanked by skyscrapers, and opted for snowcapped mountains (not to mention incredible snowboarding). Before moving to Colorado he worked as a portfolio manager in Greenwich, CT, managing technology investments at SAC Capital Advisors. Prior to shaking up Wall St. he was a correspondent for Bloomberg News, covering technology policy and business in Washington, DC. So where did an interest in gaming stem from? Let’s just say we’d like to give some much-deserved credit to Atari 800. 

Scott Pardo:

An award winning screenwriter and producer, Scott Pardo definitely knows about creativity. So it’s no surprise that he’s the co-founder and creator of MokuZoku. He won The Grand Jury Prize at the 2005 Venice Film Festival for his film “Mary” (starring Juliet Binoche and Forest Whitaker), which was also nominated for the Golden Lion. Pardo is also well known at the Cannes Film Festival, where his films “R Xmas” and “Go Go Tales” received critical acclaim. Most recently Scott produced the feature film “Hope and a Little Sugar,” released worldwide in the fall of 2008. Pardo is currently moving from NYC to LA, where he can focus on some of his favorite activities. Hmmm…who do you think was our inspiration for Kody, the surfing orangutan?

Advisor Bios:

Mike Brown: 

Dr. Michael S. Brown has spent the last 25 years leading the environmental and energy management fields. After earning his M.R.P. and PhD. degrees from Cornell University’s Department of City and Regional Planning (specializing in environmental health policy) he went on to direct the Environmental Assessment Program at Patagonia. Under his leadership the outdoor clothing company became globally renowned for its state-of-the-art environmental practices. He currently heads Brown & Wilmanns Environmental, a sustainable business practice consulting firm, where he continues to revolutionize sustainable practices with such prestigious clients as Nike, Timberland, FedEx Kinko’s, Aveda and Ben & Jerry’s.

Jeffrey Belk: 

A globally renowned commentator and author on wireless, mobile broadband and technology evolution, Jeffrey Belk certainly has a variety of experience when it comes to managing innovative companies. Belk spent a decade as Proxima Corporation’s go-to-guy, taking on several significant distribution and product management roles during the PC’s early growth stages. Next, he took on the esteemed role of Senior Vice President of Strategy and Market Development for Qualcomm. He continues to develop global growth opportunities in the Information and Communication Technology sphere as the Co-Founder and Managing Director at ICT 168 Capital, LLC.  

Manuel Mattke: 

Manuel Mattke’s variety of expertise is certainly an asset to the MokuZoku team. As the founder and current CEO of Take 2 Ventures, LLC, he advises corporate executives on revenue and performance advancement. Before Take 2, Mattke founded Apex Systems, a software development consultancy, which he sold in 2008. As if that wasn’t enough, he’s also managed integration efforts for the Capital Markets Tax Credit Equity Group at the Royal Bank of Canada. But such success should come as no surprise; he graduated Magna Cum Laude from Haverford College, after all. 

Partner Resources:

Who We Work With:

Pollinator Partnership- As the most significant pollinator protection organization in North America, The Pollinator Partnership is focused on the health and safety of pollinating animals (particularly bees, butterflies, bats, birds and nectar-eating insects) whose survival has been threatened. Their protection is critical, as nearly all ecosystems on earth rely on pollination. Shockingly enough, 80% of the world’s crop plants depend on it, including over 1/3 of all the spices, condiments, beverages, fats/oils and foods that  humans consume. 

World Camp- World Camp is a non-profit organization that uses education to empower children in impoverished communities around the world. They work in rural schools and street shelters across the globe, teaching kids about  issues that affect their future, including: HIV/AIDS prevention, nutrition, gender equality, environmental awareness and human rights. World Camp currently offers volunteer programs in Africa, Honduras and India. 

Econscious- A pioneer in organic apparel, this amazing company is where we get all our t-shirts. They ensure that your MokuZoku shirt is made from 100% organic cotton that has been carefully sourced to ensure sustainable manufacturing, biodiversity promotion and fair labor practices. 

Digital Steamworks- Bringing our vision to life is Digital Steamworks, one of the best software development studios in the business. The company’s diverse clientele reaches beyond traditional entertainment into fields such as training and education, sports, toys, broadcast and medicine. From animation to production, they handle all our online games.  
What We’ve Accomplished (So Far):

Pollinator Partnership- We know how essential butterflies are to our food supply (almost 50% of everything we eat comes from pollinated plants) and overall biodiversity. So, we’ve decided to donate 10% of our proceeds to planting gardens, providing pollinators with places to do their work! Apart from monetary contribution, we also volunteer at Pollinator Week events and attended a private dinner with two-time Pulitzer Prize winner, E. O. Wilson. 

World Camp- Using MokuBerries earned by our players, we've planted over 1,500 trees in Malawi, Africa. That means a tree was planted for every two minutes kids played our game! We've also fed approximately 5,000 school children in five separate Malawian schools. Aside from planting, feeding and hanging out with the kids, we also educated them about the effects of deforestation, climate change and ways they can make a difference in their community. And trust us, all those hugs made it well worth the effort!

Your support makes all the difference. By either partnering with us, or simply playing MokuZoku, you’ll be facilitating real environmental and social change. 

Our Goals:

We aim to unite online gaming with the great outdoors, using our integrated product line (comprised of online games, nature challenges and outdoor gaming gear). At MokuZoku, we want to not only engage children, but motivate them to seek out physical activity, environmental activism and ongoing education. 

We also set a good example. MokuZoku partners with organizations and companies who are devoted to sustainability and social action. We’re committed to giving back to the planet (and all its inhabitants) that provides us with such an amazing place to learn, play and explore on.
For Press

A New Kind of Gaming

MokuZoku is tackling a growing problem facing childhood development-- too much time in front of computer and television screens coupled with not enough unstructured outdoor play.  We’re revolutionizing how kids learn and play by creating an interactive world where online games motivate kids to get outside and learn about their environment. 

Right now we offer a variety of online games geared to teach children about the world they live in. Kids have the opportunity to reconnect with their own backyard and foster a relationship with the world beyond it through our educational games. 

We donate 10% of our profits to protecting the animals and habitats experienced in the games. As players develop relationships with our various creature and their environments during gameplay, they’re actually helping to protect them in real-life. We use their MokuBerries (our point system) to plant trees, grow gardens and participate in other biodiversity preservation endeavors.

Each protection effort is user-specific, so that kids actually make a difference to their MokuBuddy’s real-life counterparts! So, if one child’s MokuBuddy was a butterfly, their gameplay would specifically go towards planting gardens; if it was an orangatun, their MokuBerriers would be used to plant trees in Africa.

Soon, we’ll be expanding the MokuZoku experience by adding an outdoor component. Purchasing outdoor gaming gear will provide an access code to the website, where in addition to playing educational games and evolving their MokuBuddy’s habitat, they will also need to participate in outdoor challenges. The more kids learn about nature, explore the outdoors and get some exercise, the bigger impact they have on environmental preservation.  

Giving Back to the Planet

If MokuZoku is going to teach kids to love and appreciate the great outdoors we need to set the right example. That’s why such a significant part of our mission is giving back to the planet that provides such an expansive place to learn, play and explore on. 10% of our proceeds go directly to protecting the creatures (and their habitats) that star in our games.

To achieve this, we’ve formed partnerships with organizations and companies who are as devoted to sustainability and social action as we are. Currently, we work with the Pollinator Partnership to safeguard pollinating animals (particularly bees, butterflies, bats, birds and nectar-eating insects) whose habitats and overall survival have been threatened. Their protection is critical, as nearly all of the earth’s ecosystems, 80% of the world’s crop plants and almost 50% of everything humans consume rely on pollinators. 

We also volunteer with World Camp, is a non-profit organization that utilizes education as a tool to empower children in impoverished communities around the world. We traveled to Malawi, Africa to feed over 2,000 schoolchildren and teach them about issues that affect their future, such as HIV/AIDS prevention, nutrition, gender equality, environmental awareness and human rights. Additionally, using MokuBerries (our point system), we planted over 1,500 trees in Malawi. That means a tree was planted for every two minutes kids played our game!
By participating in the MokuZoku experience, children have the opportunity to become part of global change by making a difference in the survival of the species they become so attached to by playing our games. So when it comes down to it, everybody wins.

Frequently Asked Questions

“If we want children to flourish, to become truly empowered, let us allow them to love the earth before we ask them to save it” -- David Soble, Author “Beyond Ecophobia: Reclaiming the Heart in Nature Education”

Q. I don’t get it. What is MokuZoku?

A. MokuZoku is an interactive community, combining online games with outdoor play. We use a virtual sphere (our website) to connect kids with the great outdoors, which in our opinion, is the largest, richest gaming world ever created.  There’s just so much to explore and learn about! This approach retains the best online gaming has to offer— the excitement, education and connectivity, while leaving inactivity and isolation behind. 

The adventure starts when you purchase “outdoor gaming gear” (organic t-shirts, custom bike accessories, etc). This provides access to MokuZoku Island, a virtual environment filled with playful creatures and diverse habitats. Alongside your MokuBuddy (maybe you’re into surfing orangutans?) you’ll play exciting games, grow your environment, and learn all about the natural world. These adventures quickly lead outdoors and into nature, as you’ll need to explore, collect and interact to gain the points necessary to continue building your virtual world. 

Q. What does MokuZoku mean? And how the heck do you pronounce it?

A. No, we didn’t make it up. MokuZoku actually means “Island Tribe,” combining the Hawaiian word Moku with the Japanese word Zoku. Try saying it like this: Moh-koo Zoh-koo. 
Q.What do you mean by “Play the Planet?”

A. When there are opportunities for play all around us, why limit games to a computer? While we see the merit in online gaming, we believe it’s only one way to teach, entertain and engage kids. And it’s definitely not the most effective way on it’s own! Playing the Planet is our term encompassing how MokuZoku re-connects kids with the best nature has to offer— local habitats, animal species and outdoor activity, as well as teaching them about animals, plants, etc. all around the world. By playing both online and outside, kids become both educated and excited about “games” all over the planet, as well as in their own backyard. 

Q. Ok, break it down for me. What exactly does MokuZoku do for my kids?

A. We provide tools for children to discover, explore and share their outdoor experiences. Hey, we know life is busy, so we’ve made it easy to get your kids outside— exercising, pursuing creative interests and connecting with friends, all in an active and healthy way. They’re also building essential developmental skills while learning all about various plants, animals and habitats. And don’t worry; we’ve made it a snap for you to make sure you know what your kids are up to with activity feeds. So, you can keep track of how much time they’re spending online and outside. 

· a connection with nature

· respect for the environment

· an understanding of global habitats and ecological issues

· small ways to save energy, promote sustainability, etc

· develop and strengthen problem-solving skills

· increased memory skills

· increased reading and math skills

· an empathy for animals

· a love of outdoor activity and play

· guaranteed exercise

Q. What makes MokuZoku different than other educational games?

A. We’re redefining what it means to “play” by forging a link between the virtual gaming world and the real world. At best, online games provide passive education (if they’re teaching anything at all. Well, besides how to kill alien space monsters, or whatever kids are playing these days). Our hybrid of education and outdoor play brings learning to life, fostering creativity, physical health and mental growth.
Thanks to our unique gaming experience, kids will develop a connection with nature and learn to respect the environment, all while building developmental skills and getting some exercise! 

Q. Who supplies your t-shirts?

A. We get all of our apparel from a company called Econscious. They ensure that each MokuZoku shirt is made from 100% organic cotton that has been carefully sourced to ensure sustainable manufacturing, biodiversity promotion and fair labor practices. 
Q. How does Econscious ensure the integrity of their supply chain?


                           A. Our sustainable and socially responsible supply chain is guaranteed by a variety of stringent certifications and verifications. The supply chain is certified by Control Union and Oregon Tilth, and the factories where the apparel is made have been certified according to the Global Organic Textile Standards (GOTS), and then authenticated by an independent third party. Their domestic warehouse has also been certified according to both GOTS and Oregon Tilth.
                 

GOTS is the most comprehensive international standard for Organic textiles, ensuring the “organic status of textiles from the harvesting of raw materials through environmentally and socially responsible manufacturing, to provide a credible assurance to the end consumer.” 

Q. What impact have you made so far (in terms of environmental and social outreach?)
              A. To date, using MokuBerries earned by your kids, we've planted over 1,500 trees in Malawi, Africa. That means a tree was planted for every two minutes kids played our game! We've also fed over approximately 2,000 school children in five separate Malawian schools. Aside from planting trees with the kids and feeding them, we also provided education about the effects of deforestation, climate change and ways they can make a difference in their community. 

We’re doing all we can to make the Earth a better place, and just by playing MokuZoku you’re helping, too! By telling your friends and neighbors about the game and continuing to pick-up MZ activity bracelets, t-shirts, bike accessories and other outdoor gaming gear you can really help us make a big difference.  

